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BrReEAKING NEwsS

The Professional Standards Board (PSB) is pleased to announce that a motion to remove the
requirement for candidates to be employed in planning has been officially ratified. This decision reflects
the Board’s ongoing commitment to removing barriers, promoting greater accessibility and inclusivity
within the certification process. By eliminating this requirement, the PSB aims to recognize a broader
range of relevant experiences and support diverse pathways into the profession, while maintaining the
high standards expected of all candidates. This change addresses the challenge faced by planning
school graduates who are unable to secure employment without RPP candidacy, yet cannot obtain RPP
candidacy without first being employed. Any provincial legislative requirements will supersede our
process and still have effect.
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STANDARDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

(SAC): SuBcoMMITTEE REPORTS

Competencies Subcommittee:

SAC’s approved Work Scope has been distributed amongst 7 subcommittees and task forces.

The Competency Subcommittee has been active since early 2025 —operating for less than eight
months to date. The mandate for this Subcommittee was to review past work on the competencies
and make recommendations for a modernized updated set of competencies for the profession. A
comprehensive scan of professional competencies and best practices has been completed. This
group is composed of dedicated professional planner volunteers, who are leading the review process.
The PSB greatly appreciates the dedication and expertise of its volunteers, acknowledging their
pivotal role in advancing this important work. A comprehensive and well-considered process remains
essential to ensuring the success and integrity of the Competency Review.

As part of our ongoing engagement efforts, the Competency Subcommittee has prepared a short
survey that will be distributed to key competency users involved in the Competency Review in the
near future, the PTIA’s, CIP and ACUPP being critical to the process. We strongly encourage your
participation and look forward to receiving your valuable input.

Ethical Standards Subcommittee:

The revised Ethical Standards have been distributed to all Members for final review and comment. In
response to individual requests, deadline extensions for submitting feedback have been granted to
ensure that all members have adequate time to provide thoughtful input. Following this final review
period, the updated standards will be formally adopted by PSB and incorporated into the Membership
Manual in November 2025. Prospective candidates are advised that these revised standards

will serve as the guiding framework moving forward and should be referenced by any individuals
preparing to sit for the examination in the future.

Definition of Planning Task Force:

The Task Force is scheduled to evaluate a selection of potential texts during its upcoming meeting
on October 10th, 2025. This evaluation will be guided by the set of criteria that were previously
developed and formally presented to the Standards Advisory Committee (SAC) in July.

PLAR Taskforce:

We have completed a scan along with a review of best practices, and we are currently in the process
of exploring a range of potential options. Our goal is to develop a well-informed draft recommendation,
which we anticipate presenting to the SAC for review and discussion in January 2026.



ACCREDITATION PROGRAM
ComMITTEE (APC)

A Busy Year Ahead for APC: Eight University Programs Undergoing Accreditation Reviews

As we look ahead, this academic year promises to be an active one, with eight universities scheduled
for accreditation reviews. These reviews are a vital part of maintaining the high standards of planning
education in Canada and ensuring programs continue to meet the evolving needs of the profession.

Thank You to Our Volunteer Site Visitors

We extend our sincere thanks to the dedicated volunteers who conduct Site Visits as part of the
accreditation process. Your commitment, time, and expertise are deeply appreciated. These reviews
would not be possible without your generous contribution to the profession.

Get Involved: Call for Site Visit Volunteers

If you are passionate about planning education and want to give back to the profession, we encourage
you to consider participating in accreditation reviews and Site Visits. It's a rewarding opportunity
to support future planners and shape the quality of our academic programs. Please help us spread the
word—colleagues and peers are welcome!

VIU Planning Program to Close
We are currently working with the leadership of Vancouver Island University’s planning program on

the wind-down process, following the University Senate decision to cancel all graduate programs. This
is a significant loss for the planning education community, and we are saddened to see the program
conclude. We thank the faculty, staff, and students who have contributed to its legacy over the years.




PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION AND
EXAMINATION COMMITTEE

(PEEC)

The Fall Professional Examination was held on September 15th, 2025 with 243 candidate members
completing the exam - a new record number! The next exam date will be on March 16th, 2026. Nationally,
the pass rate was 75 percent, continuing a trend of a healthy pass rate for a rigourous and challenging
exam. PEEC will continue to refine and expand the question bank with a Question Writing Session in
late October.

A few other items of note include beginning work with Intelligent Futures on a Mentorship handbook
to help support candidates and mentors and we are near the launch of the new Ethical Foundations
Online Course and Test. We are continuing to provide our ‘Road to RPP’ session at Provincial and
Territorial Institutes of Planning conferences including upcoming ones for SPPI, APl and APPI this Fall.
As always, we appreciate and rely on the support of our amazing volunteers. Anyone interested in
volunteering to support PEEC through Prior Learning Assessment Recognition (PLAR) review or RPP
question writing is encouraged to contact the PSB.

UpcoMING BULLETIN DATES: CIRCULATION

December 2025 PSB Members & EDs
February 2026 PEIIPP Chair & ED
April 2026 NBAP Chair & ED
June 2026 NLAPP Chair & ED
OouQ President & ED
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