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Introduction

Welcome to the second edition of the Professional 
Standards Board’s new, bimonthly Bulletin. 
We heard from our members about the need 
to communicate more frequently regarding our 
activities, and have repurposed the PSB’s new 
Bulletin to cover a broader range of topics.

It was amazing to see the record number of 
planners - including many of you - who participated 
in the National Conference in Toronto this year. 
There were many special moments but mine was 
having the honour of joining Hélène Lefranc in 
signing the groundbreaking MOU with L’Ordre des 
Urbanistes du Québec. You can read more about 
that below, but I extend a big thank you to all of 
those who made that happen.

Happy reading,

Greg Birch, RPP, MCIP
PSB Chair
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Accreditation Program
Committee

A big thank you to the Site Visit Teams, the schools, their alumni, and students who were instrumental 
in the reviews and accreditations completed this year. We are pleased to re-accredit the University of 
Manitoba, Toronto Metropolitan University, and the University of Waterloo.

The 2025-2026 academic year will hold seven program re-accreditations, including:

Some universities have more than one program scheduled for reaccreditation. Details can be found 
at: https://psb-planningcanada.ca/university-accreditation/

Fraser Valley University has applied to have a new planning program accredited.  More information 
will be provided as they move through the process.

The PSB is grateful for the time and expertise of our accreditation teams who are supporting planning 
education in Canada. And, the Site Visit Team recruitments are now underway.

The accreditation/re-accreditation process uses teams of three RPP’s who complete the review of the 
planning programs. The process involves a comprehensive 2–3-day site visit, during which evaluators 
meet with faculty, students, alumni, employers, and university staff. This rigorous review is conducted 
by trained volunteers who assess programs to ensure compliance with accreditation standards. Final 
accreditation decisions are based on the review team’s reports, including findings from the site visit, 
and are determined by the Board.
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·	 University of Alberta
·	 University of British Columbia
·	 Dalhousie University
·	 McGill University

·	 University of Northern British Columbia
·	 Queen’s University
·	 University of Saskatchewan

https://psb-planningcanada.ca/university-accreditation/


Professional Education
 & Exam Committee

PEEC has had a busy 2025 to date with a successful running of the Registered Professional Planner 
(RPP) exam in March, with 70 percent passing out of 191 candidates. We continue to monitor, 
update, and expand the exam question bank with a Question Writing Session in April to ensure 
fairness and relevancy. We have also developed, with consultant help, a new Ethical Foundations 
Course and Test with new questions on the way and have agreed to a contract with Intelligent Futures 
to produce a Mentorship Handbook, following a review and refresh of the RPP mentorship and 
sponsorship program.  
 
The Prior Learning Assessment Recognition (PLAR) program continues to grow in popularity with 
annual applications now up to 70. Looking ahead, there is a RPP exam scheduled for September 15 
and a Question Writing Session planned for November in Calgary. Anyone interested in volunteering 
to support PEEC through PLAR review or RPP question writing is encouraged to contact PSB.

PSB’s Fall 2025 Professional Examination will take place on Monday, September 15th, 2025. 
Registration has now opened!

In preparation for the next exam sitting, the PSB will be hosting an Exam Prep Webinar on 
Wednesday, August 13th at 12:00 pm ET. You may register online here.
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Upcoming Bulletin Dates:

October 2025 
December 2025 
February 2026 
April 2026 
June 2026 

Circulation

PSB Members & EDs 
PEIIPP Chair & ED 
NBAP Chair & ED 
NLAPP Chair & ED 
OUQ President & ED 

ACUPP 
PSB Board of Directors 
PSB APC 
PSB PEEC 
PSB SAC

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EpEvGrRlTyu8vTC1an2rOw#/registration


Standards Advisory 
Committee

As discussed in the previous Bulletin, the Standards Advisory Committee has had a very busy start to 
2025.  The following is a summary of what the subcommittees and task forces have achieved and what we 
continue to work on.
Communications & Outreach Subcommittee 
Along with working on info graphics and assisting with communication strategies for all of the 
subcommittees and task forces, the Subcommittee is assisting with the preparation of the bi monthly 
Bulletin and future communication streams. 

Definition of Planning Task Force 
The definition of planning is a critical component for our profession. While CIP and PSB have been 
using a definition, it has never been adopted.  The Task Force has completed a scan of other planning 
professions definitions, reviewed the requirements for all of the provinces and PTIA’s and has identified 
the critical elements of a definition.  The Task Force will have a recommendation in the fall of 2025.

Ethical Standards Subcommittee
The updated Ethical Standards underwent a legal review by Glick Feinberg Stone LLP, followed 
by a presentation to the Standards Advisory Committee (SAC). The feedback provided through the 
legal review was carefully considered by the SAC and Subcommittee. After thorough discussion and 
refinement, revisions were incorporated into the draft standards and were endorsed by SAC. The 
updated Ethical Standards were submitted to the PSB Board of Directors for consideration and to 
identify next steps. We are pleased to share that on July 7th, 2025, the PSB Board of Directors approved 
the updated Ethical Standards for circulation to the membership for review in August 2025.

Membership Standards Manual Subcommittee
The work to remove the administrative and policy sections has been completed.  The standards section 
has been updated.  As new sections of the Manual are completed, they will be added.  In addition, the 
Manual will be posted on the PSB website, publicly for any member or prospective member to review 
in August 2025.

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) Task Force
The Task Force continues to review background materials, consider provincial requirements and work 
towards removing barriers while maintaining standards. 

Quebec Schools Task Force
On July 10th, 2025 the PSB and OUQ signed a Memorandum of Understanding whereby PSB will 
accept the graduates of Quebec French speaking schools, accredited and registered by the Province 
of Quebec and OUQ, in the accredited candidate membership stream. 

4



BIMONTHLY PROFESSIONAL 
STANDARDS BOARD BULLETIN

August 2025


